
February 24 - March 13, 2016



  

Directed by Andrea J. Dymond
	

 Scenic Design Costume Design  Lighting Design
 Henry Wilkinson	 Olivia Trees Maranda DeBusk 

 Sound Design Stage Manager 
 Mike Ponder 	 Ross Jackson ✣	

 Producing Artistic Director  Managing Director  
 Calvin MacLean  David Bryant Byrd 

construction n development n investments n management
Headquarters located on top of Bearden Hill in historic Knollwood Manor

Phone 865.637.2674 n Website www.schaadcompanies.com

150 Major Reynolds Place n Knoxville, TN 37919

companies n since 1910

Clarence Brown Theater - Playbill
2011-2012 Season
5.25. x 8.25” Full Page

LA-3027
Lavidge & Associates
Phone: 865.584.6121
ae/to gd/dw

All the world’s a stage…

Over a Century of Innovation



presents

✣ The Stage Manager appears through the courtesy of Actors' Equity Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

  

Directed by Andrea J. Dymond
	

 Scenic Design Costume Design  Lighting Design
 Henry Wilkinson	 Olivia Trees Maranda DeBusk 

 Sound Design Stage Manager 
 Mike Ponder 	 Ross Jackson ✣	

 Producing Artistic Director  Managing Director  
 Calvin MacLean  David Bryant Byrd 

New York premiere produced by  
Signature Theatre Company, New York City
James Houghton, Founding Artistic Director

Bruce Whitacre, Managing Director

A LESSON BEFORE DYING was commissioned by the 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival

Kent Thompson, Artistic Director
Montgomery, Alabama

A LESSON BEFORE DYING is presented by special arrangement with  
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.

The video and/or audio recording of this performance by any means whatsoever is strictly prohibited.

E01-1035-007-16

A Play by Romulus Linney
Based on the Novel by Ernest J. Gaines



Romulus Linney was the author of three 
novels, four opera librettos, 20 short 

stories, and 85 plays which have been staged 
throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia. 
His plays include The Sorrows of Frederick, Holy 
Ghosts, Childe Byron, Heathen Valley, 2, and an 
adaptation of Ernest L. Gaines’s novel A Lesson 
Before Dying, which has been produced in 
New York and in numerous regional theaters. 
Linney wrote a libretto for an opera based on 
his first play The Sorrows of Frederick, with 
music by Scott Wheeler, commissioned by the 
Metropolitan Opera and Lincoln Center Theater. 
His last play, Over Martinis, Driving Somewhere, 
received a workshop at New York Stage and 

Film and was published in the September 2011 
issue of American Theatre magazine. Among 
Linney’s many awards were two Obie awards, 
one for sustained excellence in playwriting; two 
National Critics Awards; three Drama-Logue 
Awards; and fellowships from the Guggenheim 
and Rockefeller foundations and the New York 
Foundation for the Arts. He was a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters, which 
conferred upon him its Award in Literature, 
Award of Merit and its highest award, the Gold 
Medal. He was the founding playwright of 
Signature Theatre Company, which has named a 
theater in his honor in the new Signature Center. 
Romulus Linney died in 2011 at the age of 80.

Romulus Linney

It is both saddening and heartening that A 
Lesson Before Dying, a story that takes place in 

1948, has so much resonance for us, in 2016. But 
it is a fact that its themes of systemic injustice 
and the resulting cynical defeatism still warp our 
21st century lives.  Most heartbreaking of all is 
Jefferson’s internalization of the racist message 
his own attorney offers, imagining that mercy 
from whites toward animals is more to be relied 
upon than mercy toward a young, negro man. 
Yet, even that can be seen today, again and again 
in the news surrounding violence towards young 
black men and women, in which they are so often 
made to seem the villain – while the outpouring 
of outrage against big game hunters, for example, 
never falters, nor does the effort on behalf of 
homeless pets ever cease. 

In the face of these difficult truths it is tempting 
to dismiss a story like A Lesson Before Dying. We 
sigh to think of these stories. We’ve heard them 
before. Yes, we have heard them before, it's true.  

But the most important reason to retell these 
tales isn’t because of the images of hardship they 
contain. Too many live that reality, every day. 
It’s the images of triumph that must be made to 
resound: Images of individuals and communities 
coming together to do what can be done; small 
steps that lead to huge victories. These truths, 
these real possibilities, these maps to hope, are 

the reasons to tell and retell these stories. It is not 
because they are stories of struggle. It is because 
they are stories of overcoming.

A Lesson Before Dying is not a story of struggle. 
It is a story of facing ones’ demons and defeating 
them. It is a story of overcoming. It is a story of 
inspiration. It is a story of triumph.

The poet James Weldon Johnson, wrote these 
words, which are part of what has become known 
as The Negro National Anthem:

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past  
 has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present  
 has brought us,
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won.

 
“Let us march on, till victory is won.  
Here's To Victory!" Amen.

From the Director
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*	The actors appear through the courtesy of Actors' Equity Association, the 
Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

In order of appearance

Paul Bonin, Deputy Sheriff - Connor Hess

Miss Emma Glenn - Celeste Williams*

Grant Wiggins - Trequon Tate*

Sam Guidry, Sheriff of Bayonne - David Kortemeier*

Jefferson - Jude Carl Vincent*

Vivian Baptiste - Carlène Pochette*

Reverend Moses Ambrose - A.C. Smith*

This production has one 15-minute intermission.

The Cast 

Place 
Bayonne, Louisiana

Time 
1948
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The novel A Lesson 
Before Dying, 

published by Knopf in 
1993 is set in Louisiana. 
Considered a success by 
readers and critics alike, the 
appeal for most is derived 
from the intense emotions 
the story evokes. The 
author, Ernest J. Gaines, 
wants the reader to feel 
compassion for the young 
black man, Jefferson, whom 
the jurors convict for a 
murder he did not commit. 
Nor can readers ignore the 
personal struggles of Grant 
Wiggins as he teaches Jefferson to be a man.

Gaines credits his boyhood experiences for 
his ability to develop lifelike characters. In 
an interview with Paul Desruisseaux for The 
New York Times Book Review, Gaines says he 
learned by “working the fields, going fishing 
in the swamps with the older people, and 
especially listening to the people who came 
to my aunt’s house, the aunt who raised 
me.” His attention to the people he loves 
results in characters that are believable. 
Alice Walker, in The New York Times Book 
Review, acknowledges Gaines’s success with 
characterization in saying that Gaines “claims 
and revels in the rich Southern Black people 
and their customs; the community he feels 
with them is unmistakable and goes deeper 
even than pride…Gaines is mellow with 
historical reflection, supple with wit, relaxed 
and expansive because he does not equate 
his people with failure. 

Gaines’s themes reveal universal truths. He 
demonstrates that racism destroys people; 
relationships suffer from people’s choices; 
and pride, honor, and manhood can prevail 
in trying times. While some critics denounce 
Gaines for his failure to address black’s 
difficulties in today’s society, his defense is 
that he writes for all times and all people.

Ernest J. Gaines was born on 
the River Lake Plantation near 
the small hamlet of Oscar, in 
Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana. 
His ancestors had lived on the 
same plantation since slavery, 
remaining after emancipation to 
work the land as sharecroppers. 
Gaines and his family lived in 
the houses, much expanded, 
that had once served as 
slave quarters. His parents 
separated when he was eight; 
the strongest adult influence in 
his childhood was a great aunt, 
Augusteen Jefferson, crippled 
from birth, who crawled from 

kitchen to the family's garden patch, growing 
and preparing food, and caring for him and for 
six of his brothers and sisters.

Story-telling and oral tradition were a 
powerful part of African American life in 
the rural South, and young Ernest Gaines 
absorbed the stories of his family and 
neighbors, acquiring a sense of history and 
an ear for the rhythms of vernacular speech. 
The only school for African American children 
in the district was conducted in a single 
room of the black church. School was open 
for less than half the year; from the age of 
nine, Ernest Gaines and the other children 
were sent to labor alongside their elders in 
the fields, harvesting vegetables and cotton. 
Pointe Coupee Parish offered no public high 
school to its black citizens. For three years, 
Gaines attended St. Augustine's School, a 
segregated Catholic school in the parish seat 
at New Roads, Louisiana.

During World War II, his mother and 
stepfather, like many African Americans of 
their generation, left the South to find work in 
the booming wartime economy. At 15, Gaines 
joined his mother and stepfather in Vallejo, 
California, northeast of San Francisco. To 
keep him off the streets and out of trouble, 
his stepfather urged him to spend time in the 
public library. He soon became enthralled 

About the Novel, its Creator and the Play
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with literature, particularly the 19th century 
Russian masters, whose tales of a countryside 
steeped in feudal tradition echoed his own 
experience of plantation life. Finding no 
literature that directly portrayed the life of 
African Americans in the rural South, he 
began to write stories of his own, recreating 
the world of his childhood.

After serving in the U.S. Army, he enrolled 
at San Francisco State University, where he 
published a number of short stories in the 
University quarterly. His stories won him 
admission to the selective graduate program 
in creative writing at Stanford University, 
conducted by the novelist Wallace Stegner. 
Gaines settled in San Francisco after graduate 
school, working a variety of part-time jobs 
in the afternoon and reserving his morning 
hours for writing.

His first novel, Catherine Carmier, was published 
in 1964. A tragic love story played out against 
the complex caste system of rural Louisiana, 
the work met a favorable critical reception, 
but sold poorly. The next years were difficult 
ones for Gaines, as a succession of novels and 
short stories were rejected by publishers. In 
1966, he was awarded a grant from the National 
Endowment of the Arts to continue his writing. 
The following year, his second novel, Of Love 
and Dust, appeared. Again, he told a story of life 
and love thwarted by the legacy of servitude 
and discrimination, but this book attracted 
greater attention than his first.

While many of his contemporaries were 
depicting the recent experience of African 
American migrants to the urban North, 
Gaines's work was rich in history, the 
accumulated experience of centuries. A 
collection of five stories, Bloodline, was 
published in 1968. In his novels and stories, 
Gaines created a vividly detailed imaginary 
community called Bayonne. Although it is 
clearly modeled on his own Louisiana parish, 
his Bayonne is full of invented characters 
and incidents, often shocking, but utterly 
convincing. Deeply grounded in a distinctive 

place and culture, his tales resound with 
universal themes of love and family, of 
responsibility, injustice and endurance.
 
In 1971, Gaines was appointed Writer-in-
Residence at Denison University in Granville, 
Ohio. That same year, he completed the work 
that was to make him famous far beyond his 
own country. The Autobiography of Miss Jane 
Pittman (1971) is the first-person narrative of a 
fictional 110-year-old woman, born in slavery, 
who lives to see the stirrings of the modern 
Civil Rights Movement. Her story led readers 
through a century of African American life. A 
1974 television adaptation of the novel became 
a national event. The film won nine Emmy 
Awards and brought Gaines's work to the 
attention of a vast audience for the first time.

Not long after the book's publication, Gaines 
was awarded a Guggenheim Foundation 
Fellowship and swiftly completed a number 
of major works.  In 1993, Gaines received 
a MacArthur Foundation "genius grant." 
The same year saw the publication of his 
most critically acclaimed novel to date. A 
Lesson Before Dying describes the belated 
education of a young man wrongly sentenced 
to death. The book created an international 
sensation; beyond its achievement as a work 
of literature, it became a touchstone in the 
ongoing debate over capital punishment. 
The work received the National Book 
Critics Circle Award for Fiction, and a 1999 
television adaptation won the year's Emmy 
Award as Best Film for Television. Soon 
thereafter, playwright Romulus Linney was 
commissioned by the Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival to write a stage adaptation. The 
original production opened January 21, 2000 
at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival. The 
New York premiere by The Signature Theatre 
Company opened on September 17, 2000. 

Source: Gale Cengage Learning; www.achievement.org

About the Novel, its Creator and the Play



The Big Read aims to encourage 
reading for pleasure and  

enrichment by providing citizens  
with the opportunity to read and  

discuss a single book within  
their communities.

We invite you to participate in some  
of these community engagement  

events at the CBT and beyond.

POST-PERFORMANCE  
SALON DISCUSSIONS

Tuesday, March 1 and 8 - Following the  
7:30pm performance - Carousel Theatre

 
Post-performance Salon discussions will be audience-

driven, providing patrons and community members the 
opportunity to discuss their thoughts, experiences, and  

issues raised after attending A Lesson Before Dying.

CBT’S FAMILY FEAST 

Wednesday, March 2, 6pm -  
UT's Natalie L. Haslam Music Center

 
In an effort to promote the fading practice of family dinners and  

to reach out to our underserved community members, the CBT is  
offering drastically reduced $10 tickets to a performance of  

A Lesson Before Dying and a pre-performance buffet-style dinner.  
The only stipulation is that patrons must attend as a family unit,  

however that may be defined. Limit 6 tickets per family.  
Recommended for mature middle schoolers and up.  

Limited availability; first come, first served.

SEASON FOR YOUTH STUDENT MATINEE 
PERFORMANCES

March 4 and 9 - 9:30am - Carousel Theatre
 

These specifically designated performances will offer nearly 1,400 middle and 
high school students the opportunity to attend A Lesson Before Dying for only $6. 

Additionally, the CBT will provide study guides and promote a follow-up activity.

SUNDAY SYMPOSIUM WITH 
DR. MICHELLE E. COMMANDER 

Sunday, March 13, following the 2pm performance - Carousel Theatre
 

Following the matinee performance, a discussion led by Dr. Commander will discuss  
the play and its themes, allowing audience members to further examine its relevance  

in our society today.

#KnoxBigRead
@knoxreads
@clarencebrown



Beck Cultural Exchange Center
Friends of Literacy
Great Schools Partnership/Community Schools
Knoxville Area Transit
Knoxville Area Urban League
McClung Museum of Natural History & Culture
Police Advisory & Review Committee (PARC),  
 City of Knoxville
Save Our Sons, City of Knoxville
Union Avenue Booksellers
UT College of Law
UT Commission for Blacks
UT Libraries
Vice Chancellor’s Office for Diversity & Inclusion
Youth Leadership Knoxville
YWCA

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

Thursday, February 25, 11am
Sequoyah Branch Library, 1140 Southgate Dr.
A light lunch will be served.  
Facilitated by Ginna Mashburn.

Thursday, February 25, 5pm
Beaumont Elementary*, 1211 Beaumont Ave.
Dinner followed by discussion.  
Facilitated by Indya Kincannon.

Sunday, February 28, 4pm
Friends of the Library Members Only
Hosted at the home of Claire Serrell. Wine and 
hors d'oeuvres will be served. RSVP: 215-8775. 
Become a Friend by visiting knoxfriends.org.

 
 

Thursday, March 3, 1pm
Halls Branch Library,  4518 E. Emory Rd.
Hosted by the Halls Book Club.  
Facilitated by Mary Pom Claiborne.

Monday, March 7, 6pm
Cedar Bluff, 9045 Cross Park Dr.
A light dinner will be served.
Facilitated by Ginny Weatherstone.

BOOK DISCUSSIONS

THANKS FOR MAKING THE BIG READ POSSIBLE

* A Great Schools Partnership 
Community School

PROGRAM HOSTS:

The Big Read is a program 
of the National Endowment 
for the Arts in partnership 
with Arts Midwest. 

The CBT is also  
a book drop-off  
location!



CONNOR HESS
(Paul Bonin, Deputy Sheriff) 
is a Knoxville native and a 
Junior undergrad here at UT. 
He is thrilled to be returning 
to the CBT and making his 
Carousel Theatre debut. 
You may have recently seen 

him as "Young Ebenezer" in A Christmas Carol 
(2015). His other UT Theatre credits include: 
"Peter Cratchit", A Christmas Carol (2014), 
"Peter Cratchit"/"Dick Wilkins", A Christmas 
Carol (2009), and "Him", Homebound: A Play 
for Nobody with All Campus Theatre. TV/Film 
Credits: "Young Mike", Snapped: Killer Couples 
with Jupiter Entertainment, and "Alex", The 
Lion with MissionWorx Films. Connor would 
like to thank his parents for their enthusiasm 
and support of his art. He would like to thank 
the amazing cast and crew for helping make 
this such an amazing experience. Connor is 
pursuing a degree in Theatre and Psychology. 
(Jeremiah 29:11)

DAVID KORTEMEIER
(Sam Guidry, Sheriff) CBT 
credits include: "Ebenezer 
Scrooge" in A Christmas 
Carol (5 seasons), "Clown 
2" in The 39 Steps, "Nick 
Bottom" in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, "King Arthur" 

in Monty Python’s Spamalot, "Lloyd Dallas" 
in Noises Off, "Harold Hill" in The Music Man, 
"Cervantes"/"Don Quixote" in Man of La 
Mancha and "Don Homenides de Histangua" 
in A Flea in Her Ear. Other regional work 
includes principal roles at The Repertory 
Theatre of St. Louis, the Great Lakes Theatre 
Festival in Cleveland, Drury Lane Theatre and 
Fox Valley Repertory in Chicago, thirteen 
seasons with the Illinois Shakespeare Festival 
in Bloomington, IL., and three seasons with 
the Indiana Festival Theatre in Bloomington, 
IN. David holds the MFA in Acting from the 
University of Louisville and is a proud member 
of Actors’ Equity Association and SAG-AFTRA.

CARLÈNE POCHETTE
(Vivian Baptiste) Carlène 
Pochette, originally from the 
French Saint Martin island in 
the West Indies, is excited 
to return to the stage in her 
debut appearance at the 
Carousel Theatre. She was 

recently seen in A Christmas Carol ('15) as  
"Mrs. Dilber" at the Clarence Brown Theatre. 
Prior to beginning her first year as an MFA 
Acting candidate at UT, she has performed in 
many independent film and theatre productions 
in Philadelphia, including Ruined, Under the 
Cherry Tree, The Piano Lesson, The Last Days 
of Judas Iscariot, and By the Way, Meet Vera 
Stark. Carlène graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania with a BA in Social Science. She 
has had a few producing credits that include 
music video projects, and a documentary about 
rebuilding Haiti and its educational system. 
Peace and blessings to all the "Jefferson's" 
around the world.

A.C. SMITH  
(Reverend Moses Ambrose) 
A.C. last appeared at the 
Clarence Brown Theatre in 
the production of Fences a 
while back. He is overjoyed 
to return here to work on 
yet another wonderful 

production. Smith is a native of Chicago where 
he does the bulk of his work. He has performed 
at nearly all of the major theatres there. Smith's 
home theatre is The Court Theatre where he 
has worked for the past eight years or so in 
productions ranging from Moliere to the great 
August Wilson and a host of other great classic 
works. In addition to that, Smith received The 
Joseph Jefferson Award for his portrayal of 
"Troy Maxson" in their production of Fences. 
When not in Chicago, A.C. can often be found 
performing at The St. Louis Black Repertory Co. 
where he has been a member for over twenty-
one years, and he is a nine times Woodie King 
Jr. Award winner. He has also performed at 
many regional theatres across the country, 
including Portland Stage Theatre, Actors 

 The Actors 
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Theatre of Louisville, Milwaukee Rep., Kansas 
City Rep., Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati, 
Indiana Repertory Theatre, Geva Theatre and 
the Peninsula Players in Wisconsin to name a 
few. A.C. understudied and performed the role 
of "Boy Willie" in the Broadway National Tour 
of The Piano Lesson directed by Lloyd Richards. 
He also portrayed the title role in The New 
Federal Theatres production of Jelly Belly (Off 
Broadway) in which he received an Audelco 
Award nomination. Smith has done many 
independent films and a few feature films, in 
addition to that, he has done radio, T.V., voice 
overs, commercials and print work for Ebony 
and Jet magazines, PEACE. 

TREQUON TATE  
(Grant Wiggins) is both 
honored and thrilled to 
make his CBT debut. 
A native of Starkville, 
Mississippi, he currently 
resides in Chicago. Trequon 
holds a BFA from the 

University of Southern Mississippi. He is a 
proud alumni of the Emerging Professional 
Acting Residency program at the Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater. His regional credits 
include: Smokey Joe's Cafe, Les Misérables, 
To Kill A Mockingbird (Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre), Sucker Punch (Victory 
Gardens Theater), Police Brutality (American 
Blues Theater, Ripped Fest.) MTH: A Night 
on New Orleans and The BFG (Emerald City 
Theatre/Broadway Playhouse), Smokey Joe's 
Cafe (Fireside Theatre), Duke Ellington's 
Queenie Pie (Chicago Opera Theatre), 
Dreamgirls and Golden Boy (Porchlight Music 
Theatre), Once Upon A People: A Dancesical 
(Black Ensemble Theater), A Raisin in the 
Sun, A Christmas Carol, Assassins, and 
Double Take (Milwaukee Repertory Theater). 
He is very grateful to tell such a powerful 
and relevant story and thanks CBT for this 
amazing opportunity. Trequon would also like 
to thank his family for their unwavering love 
and support. He is a proud member of  the 
American Guild of Musical Artists (AGMA).

 

JUDE CARL VINCENT
(Jefferson) Jude Carl 
Vincent, native of Brooklyn, 
New York is a first year MFA 
Acting candidate at the 
University of Tennessee. 
He attended Clark Atlanta 
University in Atlanta, 

Georgia where he received a BA in Public 
Relations Management. He has performed 
in the Clarence Brown Theatre's production 
of A Christmas Carol '15 ("Dick Wilkins", 
"Christmas Future"). Prior to relocating 
to Tennessee, his performances included: 
Outcry ("Emmett Till"), Rev. Joseph E. 
Lowery’s 92nd Birthday Celebration In The 
Board Room, Detroit Blues (BLIND Thomas 
Franks), the New York State Forensic 
Champion in Varsity Oral Interpretation, and 
has done a National Voiceover Commercial 
for Pepsi Maxx. He is a proud member of the 
Actors' Equity Association.

CELESTE WILLIAMS 
(Miss Emma Glenn) 
Celeste Williams is making 
her first appearance at 
Clarence Brown Theatre.  
A Chicago-based actor, 
her representative theatre 
work includes productions 

at Goodman Theatre, Steppenwolf Theatre, 
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre, Court Theatre, 
Victory Gardens Theatre, Next Theatre, 
Writers’ Theatre, Northlight Theatre and 
Milwaukee Repertory Theatre where she was 
a member of the acting company. Her recent 
television work includes Boss (Starz) and 
Empire (Fox). Ms. Williams is a member of 
the Columbia College Chicago theatre faculty 
and a 30-year, proud member of Actors' 
Equity Association.

 The Actors 
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The Artists

ANDREA J. DYMOND  
(Director) is thrilled to be working in 
the Carousel Theatre at Clarence Brown 
again, where she previously directed Lynn 
Nottage’s, Intimate Apparel. A Chicago-
based freelance director, specializing in new 
work, Andrea was formerly Resident Director 
at Victory Gardens Theater. She directed 
11 productions there, including 7 world 
premieres. Chicago credits include: Tree, Year 
Zero, Blue Door, Free Man of Color, Shoes, and 
I Have Before Me a Remarkable Document…
(Victory Gardens); Helen (Next); and Keep 
A Song In Your Soul, which she directed and 
developed with the Grammy Award-winning 
Carolina Chocolate Drops (Old Town School 
of Folk Music). Other regional credits include: 
the new musical, St. Heaven (Village Theatre) 
and Having Our Say (Madison Repertory). 
Recent credits include: Shepsu Aahku’s Softly 
Blue (MPAACT) and Lynn Nottage’s Mud 
River Stone (Eclipse). In addition, Andrea’s 
experience includes research and production 
dramaturgy, directing at new works festivals 
nationally; serving as thesis play advisor 
for MFA playwrights at Carnegie Mellon; 
and, directing at NNPN’s MFA Playwrights 
Workshops at the Kennedy Center. Andrea 
teaches directing, collaboration, text 
analysis, acting and new play development 
at Columbia College Chicago, where she 
recently directed a production of Blues for an 
Alabama Sky by Pearl Cleage and Euripides’s 
Hecuba in the traditional style, with masks, 
and a singing and dancing Chorus.

HENRY WILKINSON  
(Scenic Designer) Henry Wilkinson is proud 
to continue his graduate school career with 
A Lesson Before Dying. He is a second year 
MFA Scenic Design candidate that designed 
"Master Harold"...and the Boys last season, 
a design that both informed and distantly 
echoes this one. With a degree in architecture 
from Clemson University and a passion for 
philosophy and the power for storytelling, 
Henry came to the theatre fairly recently as 
a space to unify these interests within the 
field of scenic design. A Lesson Before Dying 

has been a privilege to realize both for its 
mythically beautiful qualities that touch upon 
the grave and constant in human suffering and 
because of its tragically poignant resonance 
with the crises facing today's America. 

OLIVIA TREES  
(Costume Designer) Olivia is a second year 
MFA Costume Design candidate at the 
University of Tennessee. She holds a BA in 
Theatre from Florida State University. Last 
season, she designed A Shayna Maidel for the 
Clarence Brown Lab Theatre, for which she won 
first place at the SETC Design Competition. 
She has worked previously for the Weston 
Playhouse, Euroco Costumes, and The Lost 
Colony. She is incredibly grateful to have 
worked with such a talented group of artists on 
this production of A Lesson Before Dying. 

MARANDA DeBUSK  
(Lighting Designer) is a second year MFA 
Lighting Design candidate at UT, Knoxville 
pursuing a degree in Lighting Design and 
Digital Media. Recent work at the CBT 
includes: lighting design for Mr. Burns: A Post 
Electric Play; assistant lighting design for The 
39 Steps, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and 
A Christmas Carol; and associate projections 
design for Hank Williams: Lost Highway. Other 
credits include: lighting design for Harvest 
(Phoenix World Theatre; Kochi, India), Boeing, 
Boeing (Warehouse Theatre; Greenville, SC), 
Parallel Lives (North Carolina Stage Company; 
Asheville, NC), and The Tempest (Pellissippi 
State Community College; Knoxville, TN); 
projection design for Higher Ground: Find a 
Way (Higher Ground; Cumberland, KY); and 
the assistant lighting design for Peter and 
the Starcatcher (St. Louis Rep), Unity 1918 
(Project: Theatre; New York, NY), and Evita 
(Serenbe Playhouse; Atlanta, GA).
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The Artists 
MIKE PONDER  
(Sound Designer) Mike has been a Sound 
Designer and Engineer for UT’s Theatre 
program and the CBT professional company 
for over seventeen years where he’s worked 
with national and international directors 
including Liviu Ciulei, Paul Barnes, Henryk 
Baranowski, Frank Heinig, and Gerald 
Freedman. Some standout productions 
include Dance in Time (the American 
debut of Laszlo Marton’s epic told through 
movement), Metamorphoses (with Joe Haj), 
and the American debut of George Tabori’s 
The Brecht Files. More recently, Mike enjoyed 
making very odd music for Casey Sam’s 
production of Dead Man’s Cell Phone.

ROSS JACKSON  
(Stage Manager) is very excited to join the 
Clarence Brown Theatre (CBT) in tackling 
this important work. Ross' recent credits 
include: The Lady Onstage, Orlando, and True 
West (Profile Theater), The International and 
UCI’s Coast-to-Coast Showcase (Playwright’s 
Horizons), A Midsummer Night's Dream (New 
Swan Shakespeare Festival), and several 
productions with the University of California, 
Irvine from which he holds his Master of 
Fine Arts degree in Stage Management. 
Ross is also the Creator/Producer of Our 
Life: The Black Youth Stories Project, an 
initiative aimed to create conversation about 
anti-blackness in America. He would like to 
thank his family for their support and CBT 
for welcoming him with open arms. Ross is a 
proud member of Actors' Equity Association.

CALVIN MacLEAN  
(Producing Artistic Director) Cal is in his 
tenth year as Theatre Department Head and 
CBT Company Producing Artistic Director. 
CBT productions he has directed include: A 
Flea in Her Ear, The Life of Galileo, The Secret 
Rapture, A Streetcar Named Desire (with 
Dale Dickey), Amadeus (with the Knoxville 
Symphony Orchestra), Kiss Me, Kate, Sweeney 
Todd (with the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra 
and Dale Dickey), Our Country’s Good and 
last season’s The Threepenny Opera. On the 

faculty at Illinois State University for 16 years, 
Cal was also the Artistic Director of the Illinois 
Shakespeare Festival. Professionally active 
in Chicago, his productions – mostly at the 
Famous Door Theatre – earned several Joseph 
Jefferson Awards for Outstanding Production 
and Direction. Most notable was Joshua 
Sobol’s Ghetto, a production that ran for seven 
months and honored with four Jeff Awards 
including for Outstanding Direction of a Play. 
Cal is the Past President of the University/
Resident Theatre Association and a member 
of the National Theatre Conference. He and his 
wife Rebecca are the proud parents of Sam 
and Rachael.
 
DAVID BRYANT BYRD  
(Managing Director) Prior to joining the 
Clarence Brown Theatre in 2013, David held 
management positions at Westport Country 
Playhouse, American Dance Festival at Duke 
University, Triad Stage (General Manager), 
Yale Repertory Theater (Associate Managing 
Director), the Dwight/Edgewood Project 
(Managing Director), and the Guthrie Theater. 
He also assisted the producing team at 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS in New 
York, NY.  David received an MFA degree 
in Theater Management from Yale School 
of Drama and a BA degree in Drama from 
UNC-Greensboro in his native North Carolina. 
Appointed to the Chancellor’s Commission 
for LGBT People and the College of Arts & 
Sciences’ Diversity Committee, David also 
serves on the McClung Museum Academic 
Programs Advisory Board, the UT Knoxville 
Diversity Metrics Task Force and has been 
a grant panelist for the Tennessee Arts 
Commission and United Way of Greater 
Knoxville. David has adjudicated numerous 
theatre productions for young artists and has 
made community engagement in the arts and 
diversity and inclusion among his greatest 
goals. He is a 2015 graduate of Introduction 
Knoxville and a 2016 Knoxville Business 
Journal 40 Under Forty Honoree.



The University of Tennessee, Knoxville is one 
of just 12 universities nationwide with its own 
professional LORT theatre. The Clarence Brown 
Theatre Company is a LORT D company and is 
fully integrated into the Department of Theatre’s 
academic curriculum. Four of the six mainstage 
productions are produced on the LORT contract, 
allowing students the opportunity to work with 
seasoned professionals. 

Founded in 1974 with Sir Anthony Quayle as 
Artistic Director, the Clarence Brown Theatre 
Company is one of the older companies in the 
LORT system. It has a distinguished history of 
hosting artists of national stature including   
Mary Martin, John Cullum, Zoe Caldwell,  
Carol Mayo Jenkins, David Keith, Dale Dickey, 
and Teresa Williams among others. 

All Department of Theatre faculty have dual 
appointments with the professional company 
in their area of expertise. MFA Performance 
students may join the Clarence Brown Theatre 
Company in their third year of study. MFA Design 
students have the opportunity to work on LORT 
productions throughout their graduate training.

COMPANY MEMBERS 
 

Producing Artistic Director: Calvin MacLean     
Managing Director: David Bryant Byrd

 
Terry Silver-Alford
David Brian Alley  

Bill Black  
Kate Buckley  

Marianne Custer  
Jed Diamond    

Carol Mayo Jenkins
Abigail Langham 

Joe Payne
Christopher Pickart  

Mike Ponder
Casey Sams
John Sipes 

Terry Weber
Kenton Yeager 

Katy Wolfe 
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Merrill Lynch is proud to support 
The Clarence Brown Theatre.

Sheena M McCall 
Vice President
Wealth Management Advisor

865.521.8847

MANAGEMENT 

 Assistant Director   
Isaac Krispin 

 Assistant Stage Managers   
Delaynie Rizer

 Kara Eble Trusty
  

COSTUMES
 Wardrobe Supervisor   

Kyle Schellinger

 Assistant Wardrobe Supervisor   
Emory Humphrey 

 Wardrobe Run Crew   
Meg Sutherland

 
 

SCENERY
 Deck Crew  
 Bailee Boisclair
 Kacie Long
   

LIGHTING 
 Production Electrician/ 

Light Board Operator
 Jared Sanchez
   

SOUND
 Sound Board Operator 

Maia Wrestler 
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LEADERSHIP
Producing Artistic Director - Cal MacLean
Managing Director - David Bryant Byrd
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Marketing & Communications Director -  
 Robin Conklin
Business Manager - Sharon Ward
General Management Associate -  
 Shelly Payne
Administrative Specialist -  
 Charlotte Holland
Accounting Specialist - Jill Baker
External Relations Associate -  
 Amanda Middleton
Grants & Research Associate -  
 Hana Sherman
Graphic Designer -  
 Julie Anna Summers
IT Specialist - Mark Spurlock
 
PATRON SERVICES
Patron Services Manager -  
 Sarah Burton
Assistant Patron Services Manager -
 Megan Webb
Lead House Manager - David Ratliff
Patron Service Associates - Katie Baker,  
 Kate Heminway, Zach Luecke,  
 McKinley Merritt, Liz Parsons,  
 Danielle Pressley, Preston Raymer,  
 Jess Ruddy, Scott Serro, Becca Willett
Archival Photographer - Brynn Yeager
 
OUTREACH/EDUCATION
SFY, Tours, Workshops -  
 David Brian Alley
Summer Acting Workshops, Talk Backs -   
 Terry Silver-Alford

 
 
 

PRODUCTION
Production Manager - Susan L. McMillan 
Assistant to Production Manager/ 
Rentals Coordinator - Ian Paul Messersmith
Production Assistant - Caleb Cook
 
COSTUMES
Costume Shop Manager -  
 Melissa Caldwell-Weddig
Cutter/Draper - Kyle Andrew Schellinger
Costumers - Elizabeth Aaron, Mari DeCuir,  
 Amber Williams, Kat Wright, William Young
Costume Assistants - Victor Bercher,  
 Carolyn Leisure, Cathy McIntyre, Ivy Rhodes 
 Amanda J.V. Roberts, Olivia Trees
Wig Design - Robert Pickens
 
ELECTRICS
Electrics Shop Manager - Travis Gaboda
Master Electrician - Jon Mohrman
Lighting Assistants -  Lisa Bernard,  
 Maranda DeBusk, Tannis Kapell,  
 Sara Oldford, Christine Osborne 
 
SCENERY
Technical Director - Don Conard 
Master Carpenter - Jerry D. Winkle
Carpenters - Wes Smith, Jason Fogarty, 
 Hannah Abair, Caleb Cook, Marty Cooke,  
 David Greenburg, Greg Purcell, Tyrel Prentiss
Scenic Charge Artist - Jillie Eves
Scenic Artists - Katie Moseley, Colleen Murray,  
Nevena Prodanovic, Henry Wilkinson
Scenic Painters - Kim Hymer, Clarice Phillips  
 
PROPERTIES
Prop Shop Supervisor - Christy Fogarty
Lead Properties Artisan - Sarah Gaboda 
Props Assistants -  Nevena Prodanovic,  
 Kat Wright
 
SOUND
Resident Sound Designer and 
 House Sound Engineer - Mike Ponder



MAKING  
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As a locally owned company serving the 
construction industry in East Tennessee 
since 1960, Stowers Machinery Corporation 
is proud to support the gifted artists at the 
Clarence Brown Theatre and the talented 
folks in our company who help our customers 
do what they do best. Visit our website at 
stowerscat.com or call us at 865-546-1414 to 
learn how we’re built to support the success 
of all the folks who make progress possible  
in this community. 

© 2014 Stowers Machinery Corporation. All rights reserved. 
© 2014 Caterpillar. All rights reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, BUILT FOR IT, 
their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow,” the “Power Edge” trade dress 
as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of 
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March 30 - April 17
Lab Theatre

Directed by Calvin MacLean

Suppose someone is overly generous to you…
offering something you couldn’t possibly repay. 
Do you reject their generosity and risk offending 
them? Or do you accept the gift and then 
stew over what might be demanded in return? 
We’ve all heard the phrase, “It’s better to give 
than to receive.” But what dark secrets may be 
camouflaged by our human need to share with 
others? This CBT commissioned satire ventures 
into this territory with wit and bite, observing the 
contemporary anxieties between those with means 
and those with hopes, dreams and disappointment.

Order online 24/7 at:
clarencebrowntheatre.com
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Calvin MacLean 
Department Head & Professor

Bill Black 
Associate Head & Professor, Costume Design

Kate Buckley 
Associate Professor, Directing

Marianne Custer 
Head, Design & Professor, Costume Design

Jed Diamond 
Head, Acting & Associate Professor, Acting

Abigail Langham 
Assistant Professor, Voice Production

Joe Payne 
Assistant Professor, Sound and Media

Christopher Pickart 
Associate Professor, Scene Design

Casey Sams 
Head, Undergraduate Studies  
& Associate Professor, Movement

John Sipes 
Associate Professor, Directing & Movement
 

Terry Weber 
Head, Graduate Studies and  
Professor, Acting/Voice

Kenton Yeager 
Professor, Lighting Design

Terry Silver-Alford 
Senior Lecturer, Music Theatre

Katy Wolfe 
Lecturer, Voice

David Brian Alley 
Artist-in-Residence

Jillie Eves 
Artist-in-Residence 

Carol Mayo Jenkins 
Artist-in-Residence

Misty G. Anderson 
Professor of English, Adjunct Faculty

Stanton B. Garner, Jr. 
Professor of English, Adjunct Faculty

Victor Bercher – Costume Design

Melissa David – Acting

Maranda DeBusk – Lighting Design

Jeff Dickamore – Acting

Andrew Drake – Acting

Miguel Fana – Acting  

Brian Gligor – Acting

Tannis Kapell – Lighting Design

Emily Kicklighter – Acting

Kyle Maxwell – Acting

Charlotte Munson – Acting

Lindsay Nance – Acting

Aaron Orlov – Acting

Lauren Pennline – Acting

Carléne Pochette – Acting

Nevena Prodanovic – Scenic Design

Cynthia Anne Roser – Acting

Steve Sherman – Acting

Olivia Trees – Costume Design

Jude Carl Vincent – Acting

Henry Wilkinson – Scenic Design

DEPARTMENT of THEATRE FFaculty

GRADUATE SStudents





Nan Bobbett
Charlie Brakebill
Rick Carl
Joe De Fiore
Coral Getino
Rosemary Gilliam
Michael Grider
Steve Hamer
Carmen Harb
Nazzy Hashemian
Amy Morris Hess
Julie Howard
Tony Johnson
Russ Johnston*

Bob Lederer
Brenda Madigan
Angela Masini
Maureen Dunn McBride
Rachel Wedding McClelland
Mary Stuart Neely
John North
William Pender*
Stephanie Piper*
Whitney Ray-Dawson
Lee Riedinger
Susan Sgarlat*
Steve Smith 
Lamarr Stout

Kay Stoutt
Liz Stowers
Rosalyn Tillman
Alice Torbett*
Joe Trahern
Peggy Turner
Robin Turner
Lacy Wallace
Alexander Waters
Alice Wirth
Melanie Wood
Wendy Wortham

Chair: Brooks Clark
Immediate Past Chair: Georgiana Vines

Secretary: LeAnne Dougherty
Treasurer: Lyle Irish

Special Advisor: Jan Simek

2015/2016  AAdvisoryy BBoard

*Associate Board Members

Emeritus
Susan Farris
Sheena McCall
Townes Lavidge Osborn
Bob Parrott

Ex Officio
Calvin MacLean
David B. Byrd
Christopher D. Cox
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Clarence Brown Theatre

Leading Player  {$250 - $499 
	 ◆ Invitation to the annual CBT Gala
	 ◆ Invitation to Season Opening Celebration
	 ◆ Exclusive quarterly newsletter – CBT Society Pages
	 ◆ Listing in the CBT Mainstage & Carousel playbills, and  
  on the CBT website
	 ◆ Opening Night Receptions with cast and crew
	 ◆ Invitations to first read-through and design presentations
	 ◆ Personal behind-the-scenes tours

Rising Star  {$500 - $749
 Benefits listed above, plus:
	 ◆ Pair of complimentary vouchers for a  
  Wed./Thurs. performance during the 2015/2016 Season
	 ◆ Savings on Opening Night subscription(s)

Director Circle  {$750 - $999
 Benefits listed above, plus:
	 ◆ VIP Parking (first come, first serve)

Producer Circle  {$1,000 - $2,499
 Benefits listed above, plus:
	 ◆ Invitation to the annual Patron Appreciation Party

 
Artists Circle  {$2,500+
 Benefits listed above, plus:
	 ◆ Intimate Dinner with the Producing Artistic Director

All CBT Society donations are fully tax-deductible.

We invite you to join the CBT Society for our 2015/2016 
Season. Invest in our region’s only professional theatre 

company with a fully tax-deductible donation that provides 
the CBT with the resources to bring in accomplished actors, 
designers and directors to our stages and community.

Members of the CBT Society receive a myriad of exclusive 
benefits, in addition to playing a vital role in our success.  
Support the CBT and more, while staying in the loop with  
special behind-the-scenes details and backstage news.

For more information, please contact: cbtsociety@utk.edu  
or 865.974.5654    clarencebrowntheatre.com/cbtsociety

Chair: Brooks Clark
Immediate Past Chair: Georgiana Vines

Secretary: LeAnne Dougherty
Treasurer: Lyle Irish

Special Advisor: Jan Simek

Photos by Kelli GO-Photo and Amanda Middleton
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2015/2016 Season Sponsor

Adapted by PATRICK BARLOW

by William Shakespeareby William Shakespeare

 

SOUTH PACIFICSOUTH PACIFICSOUTH PACIFIC

September 9-27, 2015 November 25 - December 20, 2015

February 10-28, 2016 April 20 - May 8, 2016
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The Carousel Theatre
by Jack Neely 

The Carousel may be more comfortable today than 
it was in the 1950s, but its weatherproofed exterior, 
added in recent years, conceals an extraordinary 
building. Unusual even when it was built, the 
Carousel Theatre may now be the oldest theater-in-
the-round in America.

At the time, this spot was not part of UT’s campus, 
but a residential neighborhood. In 1951, the Carousel 
was described as existing in a “grove” off South 
Seventeenth Street, between Yale and Rose Avenues.

Leading the effort was Minnesota-born, Cornell-
educated 
Professor 
Paul Soper. 
The English 
scholar had 
been directing 
volunteer 
drama groups 
since 1938. 
Before the 
Carousel, 
faculty, 
student, and 
community 
productions were nomadic. A few were staged 
at Alumni Hall, though it was too large for most 
productions, or rooms at Ayres Hall or the Tyson 
House, which were too small. Sometimes, when 
it was available, college thespians used the old 
Bijou Theatre downtown. In the 1940s, many UT 
productions took place at Tyson Junior High, on 
Kingston Pike. By 1950, performing drama clubs 
had been putting on shows around UT for 40 years, 
but they’d never had a home. The Carousel was 
Knoxville’s first theater built expressly for locally 
produced drama.

In those pragmatic days, UT was growing rapidly, 
partly thanks to the GI Bill, but had no theater 
department and no funding for drama. The Carousel 
began as a community project. Among its early 
sponsors was the local Junior League and the fading 
Tennessee Valley Players, the troupe that flourished 
in the 1930s, when it helped launch teenaged actress 
Patricia Neal’s career. Others in the community who 

helped fund the Carousel were George Dempster—
former Knoxville city manager and inventor of the 
trademarked Dumpster—and football coach Robert 
Neyland, who contributed some used construction 
materials for the project. The university was able to 
help with a no-interest loan to complete the project.

Soper and the effort’s other leaders chose an 
extraordinarily unusual design. Architect Frederick 
Roth, a Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
alumnus, happened to be in Knoxville working for 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. Roth would later 
be known for his work in Philadelphia, and still later 
as a prominent member of the faculty at Clemson. 
He chose an unusual design: a theater-in-the round 
venue, but one that was almost infinitely adaptable, 

with moveable seating 
and removable walls. 
Without walls, the 
octagonal building 
resembled a merry-go-
round, suggesting the 
name: Carousel.

Its founding date 
might puzzle 
historians. It was 
formally completed in 
1952, but the Carousel 
hosted several plays, 

with audiences, in 1951, when the roof was a canvas 
skirt and the flooring was sawdust. Among the 
first plays performed there, in the summer of 1951, 
were the Moss Hart comedy, Light Up the Sky, and 
the Emlyn Williams thriller, Night Must Fall. Early 
performances were in the summertime, with open 
walls, allowing audience members to see stars and 
fireflies as they watched.  

The architectural oddity got attention. In 1952, the 
Nashville Tennessean Magazine ran a photographic 
spread about the Carousel, praising Roth for its 
design, "a happy blend of Chautauqua-arena 
openness and sound theatrical engineering."

Although UT students and professors were involved 
in it from the earliest days, many of the Carousel’s 
early actors had no connection to UT. Some of its 
most important supporters, including Dempster, had 
never attended college. Some were accomplished 
thespians, like Barbara Gentry, a Knoxville socialite 
who’d enjoyed a brief Hollywood and Broadway 
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career. Others were just Knoxville professionals, 
like affable Al Heins, who ran a building-supply 
business. Among its early actors were Nancy Tanner, 
the elegant ornithologist—among the last ever to 
witness an ivory-billed woodpecker—and energetic 
Kermit Ewing, who later founded 
UT’s art department.

In its early seasons, the Carousel 
sometimes hosted as many as 
a dozen separate productions 
a year, mostly popular plays of 
recent years. Outliers included 
R.U.R., the Czech science-fiction 
play, in 1955, and Gore Vidal’s 
Visit to a Small Planet, in 1958. 
(Very new at the time, it would 
only later be interpreted as a 
Jerry Lewis comedy.)

In the 1950s, the Carousel 
witnessed the beginnings of 
several notable careers, including 
those of future Tony winner John 
Cullum, whose first Carousel 
performance was in a production 
of The Philadelphia Story in 
1952 (he was the reporter). 
Cullum appeared in several 
more Carousel productions 
before his 1960 Broadway 
debut in Camelot. Collin Wilcox 
costarred with Cullum in a 1953 
production of J.B. Priestly’s 
Dangerous Corner. Wilcox 
(1935-2009) later appeared on Broadway and in 
several iconic TV shows like The Twilight Zone, but 
will always be remembered for the difficult role 
of the disturbed accuser in the 1963 classic movie 
To Kill a Mockingbird. Appearing in more than a 
dozen Carousel productions, Wilcox was one of the 
Carousel’s busiest actors in its early years.

Even future novelist David Madden performed at the 
Carousel, once in a 1956 production of The Petrified 
Forest alongside the teenager Carol Mayo Jenkins 
and John Cullum. Madden also appeared in what 
was probably the Carousel’s first Shakespearean 
production, The Taming of the Shrew, in 1957. 
In March, 1955, the Carousel premiered the UT 
student’s one-act play, Cassandra Singing. Madden 
later expanded it into one of his best-known novels.

By the 1960s, the Carousel was familiar to area 
schoolchildren on field trips, as long yellow 
buses lined up around the building for daytime 
performances of Cinderella or Rumpelstiltskin. It’s 
safe to say that tens of thousands of East Tennessee 

children saw their first plays at the Carousel–and, 
perhaps, got too accustomed to the idea that actors 
often burst into the play from behind the audience.

The campus of the rapidly growing university 
grew up around the Carousel. In 
the 1960s, its stretch of South 
Seventeenth Street vanished 
altogether, as the Carousel 
became part of the backyard of 
modernist McClung Plaza. In 1970, 
the Carousel was dwarfed by the 
Clarence Brown Theatre, but still 
played a role in UT theater, better 
suited to intimate productions.

In April, 1976, modern playwright 
Edward Albee made a guest 
appearance at the Carousel, 
leading students in two discussion 
sessions. Later, author Alex Haley, 
whose main connection to drama 
was writing the story for most 
popular miniseries in television 
history, Roots, came to the 
Carousel to read an unpublished 
memoir about his childhood.

Late in the century, its formal name 
became the Ula Love Doughty 
Carousel Theatre, to honor an 
uncommon philanthropist. Ula 
Love attended UT briefly in the 
early 1920s. She enjoyed a show-
business career as a pretty dancing 

girl in Ziegfeld's Follies and she appeared in several 
Hollywood movies of the 1930s, mostly in comic roles, 
sometimes sharing a stage with Shirley Temple, Gene 
Autry, or Laurel & Hardy. In her later years, she was 
especially fond of the Carousel, and the former starlet 
supported it as a patron.

The Carousel was central to an unprecedented 
cultural exchange in the late 1990s, when it hosted 
several cutting-edge European directors interpreting 
experimental themes.

Meanwhile, the Carousel has maintained a bit of its 
early community-theater cred. Well-traveled local 
troupe Carpetbag Theatre’s Between a Ballad and 
the Blues, an African-American musical narrative 
that subsequently toured around the country, 
debuted at the Carousel in early 2008.

Today, the Carousel is the oldest building in a part 
of campus known for major modernist structures of 
brick and concrete. And it may be America’s oldest 
intact theater in the round. ■	
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Clarence Brown Theatre
President and Mrs. Joe DiPietro
Drs. Nancy Duckles  
 and Cameron Sears
Robert W. Lederer 
 

Cynthia Moxley  
 and Alan Carmichael
Townes Lavidge Osborn  
 and Robert S. Marquis
 

Sandra K. Stoutt  
 and Dr. Howard Filston

   

ARTISTS CIRCLE

Dr. Lynn and Georgia Blake
Nan Crawford Bobbett/ 
 Coulter & Justus PC 
Allen and Lisa Carroll 
Brooks and Karen Clark 
Drs. Jayne and Joe De Fiore 
Drs. LeAnne  
 and John Dougherty
Dr. and Mrs. R. Kent Farris 
Rosemary Gilliam 
Lindsey and David Harrell
Nazzy and Hash Hashemian
Hickory Construction
Julie Howard  
 and Ted Flickinger

Russ and Florence Johnston
Raja and Michelle Jubran
Dr. Theresa Lee  
 and Mr. Jacob Love
Mr. Mark Loudermilk 
Dr. Larry G. Maden 
Robert and Brenda Madigan 
Angela Masini and Terry Grove
Neil and Maureen  
 Dunn McBride 
Sheena McCall 
Mrs. John Neely, III 
Bob and Margie Parrott 
Joseph and Carol Pelliccia 
Dr. Lee Riedinger

Revs. Susan Sgarlat  
 and Charles Fels 
Patsy Roux Sharp 
Dr. Jan and Mary Ann Simek
J.D. and Linda Sullivan 
Robin and Joe Ben Turner 
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald C. Turner
Linda and Terry Tyler 
Georgiana Vines
Nancy Sharp Voith 
 and Kenneth A. Stark
Lacy Smith Wallace 
Donna and Terry Wertz 
Melanie and Tom Wood
Wendy and Dale Wortham  

PRODUCER CIRCLE

 
Paulette and Roy Aaron  
Donna Davis and Ivan Beltz 
Wayne Gildroy
Amy Morris Hess 
 

 
Kaye Johnson  
Art and Marsha Mitchell 
Dr. Steven M. Smith
 and Mr. Donald Thorne 
 

 
Lamarr and Susie Stout 
Liz Stowers
Sarah Stowers 
Alice Torbett 
 

DIRECTOR CIRCLE

RISING STAR
Misty Anderson  
 and John Tirro  
Charles Brakebill 
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Brakebill
Rob and Liz Britt 
John T. Bushore  
 and Betsy Haughton 
Rick and Joanna Carl 
Bonnie Carroll  
 and Roy Cooper, Jr.
Dr. David and Elizabeth Craig
Jane and Kenneth Creed

Dr. and Mrs. Coy Freeman
Albert and Carmen Harb
Merrit and Joan Heminway
Drs. John and Terri Hopkins
Josie Hylton 
Lyle and Trish Irish 
Jerry and Susan Kornegay
John and Maryann Larese
Dr. Barry and Michele Maves
Jay and Marga McBride 
Doug McKamey
Margie Nichols and John Gill 

Sara A. Phillips
Whitney Ray-Dawson  
 and Channing Dawson
Robert and Diana Samples  
Frances Scheidt  
Dr. Joseph Trahern, Jr. 
Ted and Linda Vallejos 
Don and Fran Wheeler 
Jackie Wilson 
Dr. Donna Winn and  
 Dr. J. Frederick Wolfe
Alice and Mike Wirth

For additional information or  
to join, please contact us at 
cbtsociety@utk.edu or call 
865.974.5654.



Jeff and Laura Allen
Barbara and Steve Apking 
Jay Apking
Dr. and Mrs. Jeff Becker
Berta Bergia, MD
Dr. Myrwood Besozzi
Drs. John and Kathy Bohstedt
Nancy Bowen 
John L. and Sandra K. Butler
Suzanne Carriere 
Dr. Lauren Chiles
Amelia Crotwell 
Greg and Sarah Eichelman
John and Patsy Ellis
Norm and Ursula Foreman
Coral Getino 
Michael and Christine Grider 
Dennis and Kathy Hayward
Charlotte and Richard  
 Higginbotham 

Richard and Ann Ince
Tony and Tonja Johnson
Louise Josephson
William C. Lindsay
Rachel Wedding McClelland  
 and Earl McClelland 
Dr. Gary McKenna
Senator and Mrs. Randy McNally
Norman McRae and  
 Linda Judge-McRae 
Marylees and Irwin Miller 
Dr. Patricia Mohr
Becky Morgan
William and Virginia Morrow
Sig and Brenda Mosko 
Robert and Carolynne Moss
John North 
William J. Oliphant 
Rev. William and Sheri Pender 
Stephanie and George Piper

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Queen
Mrs. Beverley Roberts 
Virginia and William Schall 
John and Linda Shoemaker
Fletcher Reister-Smith
 and Jason Smith
Dr. D. Renee Smith  
 and Pamela Morris
Dr. Alan Solomon and  
 Mrs. Andrea Cartwright 
Dr. Carol Tenopir 
 and Dr. Gerald Lundeen
Rosalyn and Sheadrick Tillman
Dr. Robert and  
 Mrs. Pamela Trigiano 
Alexander Waters
Mr. and Mrs. R. Douglas White

List includes members who have joined 
from March 2015 through Jan. 2016.

LEADING PLAYER

Special thanks to Toddy's Liquor & Wine  
for their contribution of spirits for our  
2015/2016 Season.
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Roy & Paulette Aaron 
Joyce & Charlie Brakebill
Thomas A. Cervone  
 & Susan Creswell
Dr. Nancy E. Duckles
Dr. Kent & Susan Farris
Dr. Howard C. Filston
 & Sandra K. Stoutt
 
 

Calvin & Rebecca MacLean  
Sheena M. McCall
Townes Lavidge Osborn
Bob & Margie Parrott
In Honor of Susan Deubel Becker,  
 Professor Emerita, UTK, History   
 and Women's Studies
Professor Emeritus Dick Penner  
 & Professor Emerita Doris Ivie  
 

Stuart & Kate Riggsby
Elisabeth & William Rukeyser
Alan Solomon, MD 
Liz and Wes Stowers
David & Alice Torbett
Dr. Ronald C. & Peggy E. Turner
 
 
 
 

Mr. Ronald L. Alexander  
 & Mrs. Jean A. Alexander
Mr. Steve H. Apking  
 & Mrs. Barbara B. Apking
Mrs. Peggy C. Apple
Mr. Victor Henderson Ashe, II
Mrs. Fay B. Bailey
Jack M. Barlow, Ph.D.  
 & Mrs. Diane Humphreys-Barlow
Mr. D. Stanley Barnes  
 & Mrs. Bettye K. Barnes
Dr. Thomas C. Beeler  
 & Mrs. Sherry Beeler
Mr. Ivan L. Beltz  
 & Mrs. Donna R. Davis
Mr. Bernard E. Bernstein 
 & Mrs. Barbara W. Bernstein
Mr. Jim Biggs  
 & Mrs Catherine Chapman Biggs
Dr. Lynn F. Blake  
 & Mrs. Georgia B. Blake
Ms. Nan C. Bobbett
Mr. Mark S. Bowling  
 & Mrs. Karen May Bowling
Mr. Fred H. Brackney  
 & Mrs. Susan P. Brackney
Dr. Larry Charles Brakebill  
 & Mrs. Jeanie Brakebill
Ms. Michelle Brewer
Martin & Loretta Brown
Dr. Mark W. Browne  
 & Mrs. Kathi K. Browne
Mr. David B. Byrd & Mr. Jeff Stanley
Ms. Angelyn Gettelfinger Campbell
Mary and Roberth Campbell
Ms. Patricia Cappiello
Mr. Robert R. Carl, II  

 & Mrs. Joanna Carl
Mr. J. Alan Carmichael  
 & Mrs. Cynthia Moxley
Mr. Jeffery L. Chapman  
 & Mrs. Deborah B. Chapman
Mr. Nicholas G. Cazana  
 & Mrs. Rebecca Cazana
Lauren F. Chiles, M.D.
Drs. Melissa and Walter Chiles, III
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Clark
Mr. Jon B. Clark
Mr. Philander P. Claxton, III
Mr. Bill L. Cobble  
 & Mrs. Donna M. Cobble
Ms. Mary Costa
Coulter & Justus P.C.
Covenant Health System, Inc.
Ms. Jan Crawford
Mr. Michael J. Criss  
 & Mrs. Katharine D. Pearson-Criss
Mr. Thad S. Cox, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Elizabeth M. Cox
Mr. John C. Cullum
Ms. Kim M. Davis
Mr. Channing Dawson  
 & Mrs. Whitney Ray-Dawson
Dr. Joseph C. De Fiore, Jr.  
 & Dr. Jayne C. De Fiore
Lucinda Denton
Mr. Robert C. DeVault  
 & Mrs. Julia W. Watts
Larry & Kathy DeWine
Mr. James E. Diamond  
 & Ms. Maria Gillen 
Mr. John A. Dinkins  
 & Mrs. Sandra Dell Dinkins
Dr. Joseph A. DiPietro  

 & Mrs. Deborah S. DiPietro
Dr. John Henry Dougherty, Jr.  
 & Dr. LeAnne Dougherty
Mr. E. Ely Driver  
 & Mrs. Phyllis N. Driver
Ms. Jeannie H. Dulaney
Don & Nancy Dunning
Ms. Dianne Durand
Ms. Charleene G. Edwards
Mr. Taylor Eighmy
Mrs. Margaret F. Erickson
Mr. Joseph A. Fielden  
 & Mrs. Ruth Fielden
Mr. John F. Fisher
 & Mrs. Sally A. Fisher
Mr. Ted L. Flickinger, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Julia S. Howard
Mr. Martin K. Gerbman
Ms. Coral Getino
Mr. Charles Giambrone
Ms. Rosemary R. Gilliam
Mr. Michael Allen Grider & Mrs.  
 Christine Renee Jessel Grider
Dr. John D. Habel &  
 Dr. Dorothy Metzger Habel
Ms. Carla M. Hanlon
Mr. Steven D. Harb  
 & Mrs. Jane J. Harb
Mr. David J. Harrell  
 & Mrs. Lindsey N. Harrell
Mr. James A. Haslam, II  
 & Mrs. Natalie Leach Haslam
Mr. Robert Heller
Mr. Matthew P. Helms  
 & Mrs. Barbara C. Helms
Prof. Amy Morris Hess 

CONTRIBUTORS
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Mr. Steven E. Hess  
 & Mrs. Stefanie Hess
Hickory Construction 
Mrs. Beth Howe-Christensen  
 & Mr. Rick Christensen
Ms. Sherri Gardner Howell
Mr. William W. Hurt  
 & Mrs. Mary E. Hurt
Mr. Lyle Dennis Irish  
 & Mrs. Patricia M. Irish
Carol Mayo Jenkins
Mr. A. Richard Johnson  
 & Ms. Mary Donnet Johnson
Ms. Barbara Johnson
Dr. Joseph E. Johnson &  
 Mrs. Patricia Pinckley Johnson
Ms. Kaye Johnson
Mr. Tony Johnson &  
 Dr. Tonjanita Letitia Johnson
Dr. Hendon Russell Johnston, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Florence F. Johnston
Ms. Debbie Jones
Mr. Jimmy Joe Justice  
 & Ms. Ginger W. Justice
Dr. Roy King & Mrs. Elisa C. King
Knoxville Area Association  
 of Realtors
Knoxville News Sentinel 
Dr. William Culver Kouns  
 & Mrs. Heidi Kouns
Mr. Reid Lederer  
 & Mrs. Allison Lederer
Mr. Robert W. Lederer
Dr. Theresa Lee & Mr. Jacob Love
Dr. Lorayne W. Lester
Mrs. Sandra P. Lucas
Dr. Robert R. Madigan  
 & Mrs. Brenda L. Madigan
Martin & Company
Mr. A. David Martin
Angela Masini and Terry Grove
Mr. Samuel Young Mayo
Mr. Neil G. McBride  
 & Mrs. Maureen Dunn McBride
Ms. Sheena McCall
Mr. Daniel F. McGehee
Sen. James R. McNally, III  
 & Mrs. Janice R. McNally
Ms. Melinda Meador
Mercy Health Partners
Michael Messing & Joyce York
Mr. Paul M. Miles  
 & Mrs. Marion T. Miles
Ms. Leena Miller

Dr. Emerson J. Mounger  
 & Mrs. Joanne R. Mounger
Dr. John Muldowny  
 & Ms. Elaine G. Breslaw
Ms. Linda Mungeon
Dr. William S. Muse, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Geri Muse
Mrs. John Neely, III
Dr. Janet Elizabeth Nelson
Mr. John D. North
Anne Parks
Mr. Robert E. Paylor
Mr. Joseph Pelliccia  
 & Mrs. Carol Pelliccia
Rev. William Pender  
 & Mrs. Sheri Pender
Mr. Dwight V. Percy  
 & Mrs. Teresa B. Percy
Mrs. Carolyn J. Pettit
Phillips & Jordan, Incorporated
Mr. H. Burke Pinnell  
 & Mrs. Lezah Pinnell
Mr. George Piper  
 & Mrs. Stephanie B. Piper
Dr. Robert Eugene Porter
Ms. LuAnne N. Prevost
Mr. R. Trent Primm  
 & Mrs. Anne Primm
Dr. Jeffrey S. Queen
Dr. Kenneth L. Raulston, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Linda Pope Raulston
Dr. Lee Riedinger 
Mr. & Mrs. Theotis Robinson
Ms. Patricia Robledo
Lisa Rottmann
Mr. Robert F. Samples  
 & Mrs. Diana C. Samples
Ms. Susan Seagraves
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Edwin Seidler
Mr. James S. Schaad  
 & Ms. Jennifer S. Banner
Revs. Susan Sgarlat & Charles Fels
Patsy Roux Sharp
Mr. Vance Robert Sherwood  
 & Dr. Donna Joanne Sherwood
Dr. David Silvermyr  
 & Ms. Christina H. Selk 
Mrs. Betty J. Smith
Mr. Fred L. Smith & Mrs. Gail Smith
Dr. Steven M. Smith &
 Mr. Donald Eugene Thorne
Dr. Alan Solomon  
 & Mrs. Andrea Cartwright
Mrs. Debbie H. Spelce 
Ms. Judi D. Starliper

Dr. John G. Stewart  
 & Mrs. Nancy P. Stewart
D. Lamarr Stout, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Susie Stout
Mrs. Sarah H. Stowers
Mr. Mike Strickland  
 & Ms. Allison Burchett
Mr. Thomas Anthony Stubbs  
 & Mrs. Rhonda E. Stubbs
Mr. Tramell Tillman
Mrs. Susan I. Tisdale
Dr. Joseph B. Trahern, Jr.
Trinity Benefit Advisors, Inc.
Ms. Brittany Trondson
Mr. Joe Ben Turner  
 & Mrs. Robin C. Turner
Mr. Milton A. Turner 
 & Mrs. Mimi Browning Turner
Dr. Ronald C. Turner  
 & Mrs. Peggy E. Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Terry B. Turner
Trust Company of Knoxville
Mr. Terry Glenn Tyler  
 & Mrs. Linda Cannon Tyler
UT Federal Credit Union 
Ms. Georgiana Fry Vines
 in memory of  
 Anna Dougherty
Ms. Georgiana Fry Vines
 in memory of Jean Ogle
Nancy Sharp Voith 
 and Capt. Kenneth A. Stark
Mrs. V. Lacy Smith Wallace
Ms. Sharon M. Ward
Mr. Alexander Oaks Waters
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Weber
Mr. & Mrs. Lew Weems
Mr. Robert T. Wertz
 & Mrs. Donna Wertz
Mr. Douglas G. White
 & Ms. Melissa White
Willis North America, Inc.
Ms. Jacqueline M. Wilson
Dr. Michael O. Wirth  
 & Mrs. Alice R. Wirth
Mr. Thomas L. Wolf  
 & Mrs. Konomi Wolf
Melanie & Tom Wood
Dr. Dale C. Wortham  
 & Mrs. Wendy Worthan
Mr. Fred E. Young, Jr.
Ms. Nancy Young



A bag lunch with drinks and snacks for 
breaks during the day. A notebook and pen 
or pencil. There will be some homework: 
research on specific plays, learning lines for 
scenes, etc.

Please plan to wear comfortable clothes and 
shoes in which you can move easily. Nothing 
fancy or expensive!

The Clarence Brown Theatre Acting Workshop 
is designed to give young actors training in 
several different skills; basic acting technique, 
voice, movement and improvisation and 
musical theatre. While many will have had 
introductions to these skills and approaches to 
the craft of acting, our aim is to give workshop 
participants intensive exposure to tools they 
will need to pursue as they develop as actors.
 

SESSION I - June 20 –  July 1, 2016
(M-F) 9am until 4pm;  
no classes on the weekend

SESSION II - July 18 –  29, 2016
(M-F) 9am until 4pm;  
no classes on the weekend

Each session is $525. Parking is available in 
the parking lot behind the Theatre (Staff Lot 
#23) with the purchase of a two week $30 
parking permit.

The workshop is for 9th through 12th 
graders and rising college freshmen. Prior 
performance experience is not required. 
 
Twenty participants will be accepted in each 
session on a first come, first served basis.

Classes will be held at the Ula Love Doughty 
Carousel Theatre which is the theatre space 
directly adjacent to the Clarence Brown 
Theatre. Built on the UT campus in the 1950s, 
the Carousel Theatre has one of the few true 
arena stages in the United States. Students 
will have the unique opportunity of learning to 
work in theatre-in-the-round.
 

To download an application form:  
clarencebrowntheatre.com/workshop
Application forms can be faxed to: (865) 974-4867
 
For more information, please contact Terry Silver-Alford  
(865) 974-8504  or  tsilvera@utk.edu
 



Riley & Andrea Anderson
Mr. Steve H. Apking  
 & Mrs. Barbara B. Apking
Dr. Paul G. Ashdown  
 & Mrs. Barbara Green Ashdown
Mr. Thomas A. Ballentine  
 & Mrs. Susan W. Ballentine
Jack M. Barlow, Ph.D.  
 & Mrs. Diane Humphreys-Barlow
Mr. Andrew Baum
In honor of Susan Deubel Becker,  
 Professor Emerita, UTK, History  
 and Women's Studies
Dr. Lynn F. Blake  
 & Mrs. Georgia Blake
Ms. Nan C. Bobbett
John & Kathy Bohstedt
Dr. Joseph Adrien M. Boulet  
 & Ms. Lucy Jane Kniseley
Dr. Leonard Brinkman, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Doris J. Brinkman
Drs. Mary Lynn & Gilbert Brown 
Mr. John L. Butler, Sr.
 & Mrs. Sandra K. Butler
Mr. David B. Byrd  
 & Mr. Jeff Stanley
Mr. Robert H. Cagle 
Elizabeth Cantrell
Allen & Lisa Carroll 
Jimmy & Ileen Cheek
Brooks & Karen Clark
Dr. Stephen & Jan Cobble
Channing Dawson  
 & Whitney Ray-Dawson
Drs. Joseph & Jayne De Fiore
Harold & Lucinda Denton  
 in honor of Carol Mayo Jenkins
Mr. Alfred Denny
Dr. Joseph A. DiPietro  
 & Mrs. Deborah S. DiPietro
Drs. Leanne & John Dougherty 
Trudy N. Dreyer
Drs. Nancy Duckles  
 & Cameron Sears 
Mrs. Anne G. Dungan
Donald & Nancy Dunning
Judy & Leonard Gray
Dr. Samuel Grayson Eddy, Jr. 
 & Mrs. Judy Eddy
Mr. Greg W. Eichelman  
 & Mrs. Sarah S. Eichelman

Dr. R. Kent Farris  
 & Mrs. Susan A. Farris
Mr. Ted L. Flickinger, Jr. 
 & Mrs. Julia S. Howard
Mr. Kenneth Foster
Michelle Fratus
Mark & Nan Gaylord
Dr. Reid R. Gerhardt  
 & Mrs. Nancy M. Gerhardt
Mr. David C. Giles
Patricia & Wallace Gillespie
Miss Margaret L. Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. J. Harold Greene
Ina Groves
Mrs. Janet S. Gurwitch
Mr. Melvyn L. Halbert  
 & Mrs. Edith C. Halbert
Mr. Dennis F. Hayward  
 & Mrs. Kathleen B. Hayward
Dr. Charlotte J. Headrick,
 In Honor of Dean Lorayne Lester  
 and in Celebration of Susan   
 McMillan
Mr. Merrit Heminway  
 & Mrs. Joan M. Heminway
Prof. Amy Morris Hess
Mr. Jackie T. Hill
Ms. Christian A. Holt
Lila Honaker
Ms. Betty E. Hubert 
Thomas & Mary Lou Koepp
Miss Mary E. Kois 
L.A.M.P. Foundation,  
 Townes Lavidge Osborn
 and Robert S. Marquis
Phillip & Janet Lawson
Mr. Robert W. Lederer
Dr. Jan L. Lee
Drs. Joseph & Ellen Macek
Robert & Brenda Madigan
Drs. James & Julia Malia
Dr. Anne Mayhew
Gary M. McCown, DDS
Mr. Douglas McKamey
Ms. Amanda Brooke Middleton
Paul & Marion Miles
Ms. Leena Miller
Carole Mitchell
Mrs. John Neely, III
James & Cynthia Park
Bob & Margie Parrott

Mr. Edward R. Patrick  
 & Mrs. Corinne L. Patrick
Meredith Peccolo
Ms. Kelly Lynn Pepper
Mrs. Deborah M. Phillips
Sara Phillips
Ms. Judith Poulson
Dr. John T. Purvis  
 & Mrs. Patricia L. Purvis
Dr. John J. Quinn  
 & Mrs. Betsy V. Quinn
Mr. Charles A. Reiss
Mr. Chuck Rothstein  
Dr. David W. Schumann  
 & Mrs. Jane Schumann  
Scripps Howard Foundation
Revs. Susan Sgarlat & Charles Fels
Ann T. Siewert
Mr. Harry Siler
Mrs. Betty J. Smith
Mr. Mark A. Smith  
 & Mrs. Jamie A. Smith 
Dr. Alan Solomon  
 & Mrs. Andrea Cartwright
Ms. Judi Starliper 
Pat & Jim Stiegler
Mrs. Sarah Stowers
Jeff & Carol Stratton
Patricia & Michael Swenor
Ms. Virginia Swingen
Tramell Tillman
Mrs. Alice J. Torbett 
Dr. Joseph B. Trahern, Jr.
Ms. Phyliss M. Trusty
Mr. Joe Ben Turner  
 & Mrs. Robin C. Turner
Dr. Ronald C. Turner  
 & Mrs. Peggy Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Underwood
Anthony & Lynn Venafro
Susan E. Vernick 
Ms. Georgiana Fry Vines
Donna & Terry Wertz
Dr. Michael O. Wirth  
 & Mrs. Alice R. Wirth
Melanie & Tom Wood
Dr. Dale C. Wortham  
 & Mrs. Wendy Worthan
Steve & Deborah Zimo

Established by the members of the CBTS to provide scholarships to outstanding UT Department of Theatre Students.





Contributions listed below are from March 2015 through January 2016. The CBT at the University of 
Tennessee gratefully acknowledges the support of all our donors.
 

Joyce Brakebill  
Theatre Scholarship
For Bachelor of Arts students 
entering UT Knoxville

Dr. Larry Charles Brakebill  
 & Mrs. Jeanie Brakebill 
 
Clarence and Marian Brown  
Theatre Endowment  
Provided by generous support 
from the private estate of Clarence 
and Marian Brown. Additional 
support by:

Dr. Stanton Garner, Jr.
 
Clarence Brown Career 
Development Award   
Provided by the estate of  
Clarence and Marian Brown, given 
to outstanding second and third 
year graduate students as they 
begin their professional careers.
 
CBT Society Special  
Event Sponsors  
Generous support provided for 
special events.
 
James Brimer Scholarship
Established with generous support 
from James Brimer.
 
Mr. Terry D. Silver-Alford
 
Thomas A. Cervone Scholarship 
in Graduate Acting 
Established upon his retirement to 
recognize Tom Cervone’s service 
as Managing Director  
of the CBT.

Mrs. Susan Creswell
Dr. Charlotte J. Headrick

Robert and Mary Neal Culver 
Scholarship Endowment  
Provided by generous support 
from Mr. and Mrs. Culver, this 
award is given to outstanding 
undergraduate students  
in theatre.

William Desmond  
Scholarship for the  
Performing Arts Endowment  
Award honoring William Desmond 
given to an outstanding student in 
the Department of Theatre.

Ula Love Doughty/Carousel 
Theatre Endowment  
Provided by generous support 
from the private estate of   
Mrs. Ula Love Doughty.
 
Emily Mahan Faust  
Graduate Fellowship 
Provided by the generous support 
of the late Mr. Hugh Faust Jr. in 
honor of his wife, this award is given 
to outstanding graduate students. 
Additional support given in memory 
of  Mrs. Emily Mahan Faust.
 
Ralph Frost Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment   
Award established by  
Mrs. Wilma Maples honoring  
Mr. Ralph Frost, given to 
outstanding graduate students.
 
Ms. Marianne Custer
 
Gift in Kind to the Theatre   
Gifts provided by generous 
support for the Theatre.

Rel and Wilma Maples 
Endowment
Provided by generous support 
from Mr. and Mrs. Rel Maples 
providing support for  
faculty enrichment.
 
Ellis Mays Theatre Endowment  
Scholarship fund honoring Ellis 
Mays established by R. Carroll 
King and others.
 
Townes Lavidge Osborn 
Endowment 
Generous support provided for the 
CBT Society Artists Fund. 

Stuart & Kate Riggsby 
Resident Artist Faculty 
Endowment  
Generous support provided for  
the CBT Society Artists Fund.
 
The Dan Owenby  
Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Dan Owenby.

Dr. Charlotte J. Headrick
 
Sara A. Phillips Artists 
Endowment   
Established with generous support 
from Sara A. Phillips. Given to 
assist in funding resident and 
guest artists.

Franklin Everett Robinson 
Artists Endowment   
Established with generous support 
from Helen Ann Robinson. Given 
to assist in funding resident and 
guest artists.

Seth M. Rowan Endowment   
In memory of Seth M. Rowan, this 
fund provides support for design 
work for special theatre projects 
for undergraduate students.
 
Dr. & Mrs. David L. Shea  
Award Endowment
Provided by generous support 
from Dr. and Mrs. David L. Shea. 
Given to outstanding theatre 
students concentrating in 
movement and dance.
 
Paul L. Soper  
Professorship Fund
An award established by  
Dr. & Mrs. Brent A. Soper and  
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon K. Soper 
honoring Paul L. Soper, given  
to outstanding faculty  
members biennially.

Liz Stowers Theatre 
Scholarship Endowment   
Established with generous support 
from Liz and Wes Stowers.



UT Theatre Enrichment Fund   
Generous support provided for  
the Theatre.
 
Ron & Jean Alexander 
Mr. Jeff Allen & Mrs. Laura Allen
David Brian Alley
James & Carolyn Anderson
Rev. Richard Andre
Mr. Peter V. Andreae  
 & Dr. Suzanne Lenhart
Mr. James G. Andrews, Jr.  
 & Mrs. Patricia H. Andrews
Dr. Paul G. Ashdown  
 & Mrs. Barbara Green Ashdown
Dr. A. J. Baker  
 & Mrs. Mary Kaelin Baker
Dr. Robert Douglas Beals 
Mr. Ronald L. Beatty  
 & Mrs. Jeanne C. Beatty
Bernard & Barbara Bernstein
Mr. Jim Bishop
Mrs. Janet Smith Bower
Mr. David Brandes
Ms. Catherine I. Brewer
Dr. A. J. Baker  
 & Mrs. Mary Kaelin Baker
Dr. Robert Douglas Beals 
Mr. Ronald L. Beatty  
 & Mrs. Jeanne C. Beatty
Bernard & Barbara Bernstein
Mr. Jim Bishop
Mrs. Janet Smith Bower
Mr. David Brandes
Ms. Catherine I. Brewer 
Dr. Leonard Brinkman Jr.  
 & Mrs. Doris J. Brinkman
Dr. John H. Bohstedt  
 & Dr. Kathleen E. Bohstedt
Dr. Aaron Thomas Buss
Dr. D. Allen Carroll  
 & Mrs. Elizabeth W. Carroll
Mr. Scott Ellis Childs
Mr. Charles Chmielewski  
 & Mrs. Lori Chmielewski
Brooks & Karen Clark
Ken & Joan Clevenger
Mr. Gregory Congleton
Jennifer Corum
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher David Cox
Ms. Carol Cumesty
Ms. Barbara Cunliffe
Ms. Marianne Custer
Ms. Ellen Davis

Ms. Nancy R. DeCosta
Mr. Bruce H. Delaney  
 & Mrs. Linda L. Delaney
Mr. Alfred Denny
Mr. Daniel Dickens  
 & Mrs. Holley Dickens
Drs. LeAnne & John Dougherty,  
 In memory of Judi Starliper
Frances Draughon
Mr. John Duncan
David & Anne Dungan
Beth S. Eades
Mr. Charles Edmondson
Mr. Rick Elliott
Mr. Carl W. Eshbaugh  
 & Mrs. Laura Kimsey Eshbaugh
Mrs. Jillie Anne Eves
Dr. Robert R. Fehr
Dr. James E. Fields  
 & Dr. Sally J. McMillian
Mr. Richard Ford  
 & Mrs. Dawn S. Ford
Mrs. Leslie M. Garner
Jo Ann & Ray Garrett
Ms. Rosemary Gartner
Dr. Mark Shannon Gaylord  
 & Dr. Nan McCammon Gaylord
Dr. Reid R. Gerhardt  
 & Mrs. Nancy M. Gerhardt
Patricia & Wallace Gillespie
Mr. Addison R. Gore, Jr.
Mr. Leonard Gray  
 & Mrs. Judith L. Gray
Duane & Marsha Grieve
 in memory of Anna Dougherty
Mr. James T. Haddox  
 & Mrs. Mary Ellen Haddox
Mr. Christopher A. Hall  
 & Mrs. Watson B. Hall
Mr. Albert J. Harb  
 & Mrs. Carmen C. Harb
Patricia W. Hart
Mr. Gordon E. Hendrich
John and Susan Hoffman
Mr. Stephen M Hollister
Dr. Thomas C. Hood  
 & Dr. Ginger Hood
Ms. Mariea G. Hoy
Ms. Victoria Jennings
Mr. Charlie Jernigan  
 & Mrs. Emily E. Jernigan
Ms. Margaret A. Jessiman
Mr. Earl P. Kennedy
Thomas & Mary Lou Koepp

Dr. Jeffrey D. Kovac  
 & Mrs. Susan D. Kovac
Mr. Robert W. Lederer
Dr. Robert E. Levey  
 & Teresa L. Levey, RN
Ms. Jill Susan Levin
Dr. Michael A. Lofaro  
 & Mrs. Nancy D. Lofaro
Dr. Ralph Burdette Lydic  
 & Dr. Helen Arpine Baghdoyan
Dr. Brent Stephen Mallinckrodt  
 & Mrs. Susan A. Potter
Miss Carla H. Manzuk
Mrs. Carol Maples
Mr. A. David Martin  
 & Mrs. Sandra Lee Martin
Dr. Anne Mayhew
Mr. Neil G. McBride  
 & Mrs. Maureen Dunn McBride
Mr. Raymond L. McDonough  
 & Ms. Margaret B. Emmett
Dr. Gary Edward McKenna
Mr. Guenter E. Meurer
Dr. Irwin Miller
 & Mrs. Marylees Miller
Ms. Susan Miller
Mr. William S. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Morrow
Mr. Robert Moss  
 & Mrs. Carolynne Moore Moss
Mr. Lynn E. Murray  
 & Mrs. Martha H. Murray
 Mr. Russell D. Myers  
 & Mrs. Mildred B. Myers
Jennifer Nichols
Damaris A. Olsen
Mr. Dennis M. Overly
Mr. Robert C. Parrott  
 & Mrs. Susan M. Parrott
Mr. Tom Pekich
Ms. Madelon M. Perreault
Mr. John R. Peterson
Mr. Christopher Pickart
Prof. Carl Arthur Pierce  
 & Dr. Margaret Sawin Pierce
Mr. Thomas Sterling Post
Ms. Martha Pryor
Dr. John & Betsy Quinn
Ms. Brenda Redell
Mr. James A. Ridley, III
Ms. Caudia Ritchie
Ms. Carlene Robinson
Mrs. Roshaunda D. Ross-Orta
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Rosseel



Patricia & George Rowan
Miss Carol J. Rule
Mr. Kenneth F. Scarbro  
 & Mrs. Wanda L. Scarbro
Mr. William C. Schall
Ms. Beverly A. Schneider
Mr. Harry Siler
Mr. John Sipes
Mr. Philip S. Sklad  
 & Mrs. Doris J. Sklad
Dr. Steven M. Smith
Mr. Mark A. Smith  
 & Mrs. Jamie A. Smith
Mr. Kusum Soni
Dr. Hardie Vaughan Sorrels, III
Mr. Eugene H. Spejewski  
 & Mrs. Norma B. Spejewski
Ms. Linda Stebbins
John & Nancy Stewart
Mr. James Stiegler  
 & Mrs. Patricia B. Stiegler
Mr. Austin P. Stubblefield  
 & Mrs. Ann R. Stubblefield
Julie Anna Summers
Mrs. Gwendolyn W. Sweeden
Anne Thibault
 in honor of Terry Weber
Alex Thompson
Mr. Douglas W. Toppins  
 & Mrs. Marilyn L. Toppins
Mr. Roger H. Travis  
 & Mrs. Susan A. Travis
Karen & Dennis Traylor
Ms. Beth Tremaine
Mr. Joe Ben Turner  
 & Mrs. Robin C. Turner 
Dr. Ronald C. Turner  
 & Mrs. Peggy E. Turner
Ms. Donna Dixon Tyrrell
Mr. Glen Luke Vesser, III
Dr. Joseph A. Vrba  
 & Mrs. Wylene A. Vrba
Mr. Donald W. Wagner  
 & Mrs. Ann Wagner
Mr. David Walker  
 & Mrs. Donna B. Walker
Dr. Jack S. Watson  
 & Mrs. Patricia Watson
Mr. Thomas Garvey Wells
Mrs. Dianne Whitaker
Mr. Michael L. Wills
Beverly B. Wilson

Mr. Michael G. Wright  
 & Mrs. Deborah Stromer Wright
 
Carl Vines, Jr. Award  
Established by Georgiana Vines 
honoring Carl Vines, Jr., this award 
is given alternately to outstanding 
Department of English and 
Department of Theatre students. 

David A. York Scholarship  
Provided by generous support 
from David A. York, this award is 
given to an outstanding theatre 
student concentrating in lighting.

Mr. David A. York

James Gray Walls, Jr.  
Scholarship Endowment  
Established with generous support. 

Corporate, Foundation &  
Grant Support
Arts & Cultural Alliance
Aubrey's
City of Knoxville
Clayton Foundation
Mildred Haines and  
 William Elijah Morris  
 Lecture Endowment Fund
Junior League of Knoxville
Knox County Tourism Consortia
Merrill Lynch
National Endowment for  
 the Arts
Pilot Flying J Corporation
Prestige Cleaners/ 
 Prestige Tuxedo 
Rotary Club of Knoxville
  Schaad Companies
Scripps Howard Foundation
Shubert Foundation 
Stowers Machinery Corporation
Tennessee Arts Commission -

Arts Project Support
 Arts Builds Communities
UT Federal Credit Union
UT Medical Center

Call UT Arts & Sciences 
Development at (865) 974-2365 
to donate to the programs of the 
CBT and the UT Department of 
Theatre. 

For corrections to your 
acknowledgement name, please 
contact Amanda Middleton at 
amiddle5@utk.edu or call  
(865) 974-5654.
 
 





Offer valid at participating restaurants and  
cannot be combined with any other discount or special offers.

10% Off  the total bill.

aubreysrestaurants.com
15% Off the total bill. 

Knoxville location. 
Limited to food only.

meltingpot.com

5412 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919 
 
865.588.2964www.OrangeryKnoxville.com

For the past four decades, The Orangery has played host to lavish wedding receptions, rehearsal dinners, holiday parties, and special events for parties of  2 to 300. The restaurant boasts several dining rooms on the main floor, all decorated in regency style while the Phoenix ballroom at the top of  the spiral staircase can accommodate up to 300 people for larger gatherings. 

The Orangery promises to offer a mix  of  modern and classic cuisine that   will provide a memorable fine  dining experience. 

East Tennessee’s only restaurant to  be awarded a  coveted AAA Four Diamond rating.

20% Off one entree.orangeryknoxville.com

FREE appetizer
Limited to one per table.  

ruthschris.com

15% Off the total bill.
Limited to food only.

oodlesuncorked.com

10% Off  the total bill.

sunspotrestaurant.com

 
Visit one of the restaurants listed on the night of your performance  

and show them your ticket to receive and exclusive offer. 

An Exclusive CBT Subscriber Benefit:



The Arts & Culture Alliance 
thanks the Clarence Brown 
Theatre for participating in Penny 
Performances, giving every child 
in Knox County, including home-
schooled and private-schooled 
students, an opportunity to attend 
arts and culture events/activities 
at the maximum 
cost of ONE PENNY 
when accompanied 
by an adult 
during the 
2015/2016 
academic 
school year.

Visit clarencebrowntheatre.com/access to learn more.



Open Captioning 
is a text display of all of the 
words and sounds heard during 
a production — very similar 

to closed captioning on your TV. Whether 
you just miss a single word or you have 
hearing loss too severe to benefit from the 
use of assistive listening devices, Open 
Captioning can keep you from missing out. 
The first professional producing theatre 
in Tennessee to offer this service, the CBT 
brings this service to you free of charge. 
Open Captioning will be available on the third 
Sunday matinee for each of our 2015/2016 
productions. Please contact the Box Office  
for additional information at (865) 974.5161.  
 

Deaf Night at the 
Theatre  This season we  
will offer two Deaf Nights at  
the Theatre: 

• A Christmas Carol – Tues., Dec. 8, 2015 
• South Pacific – Tues., Apr. 26, 2016 
These special events are produced through  
a partnership with UT’s Center on Deafness  
and are designed to be fully accessible for 
members of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
community. More than a dozen interpreters  
are stationed throughout the facility and two 
teams interpreting the production. Patrons 
ordering single tickets who need interpreted 
section seating should contact the  
Box Office (865) 974.5161 or email  
housemanager@utk.edu. (not available online)

 
Assistive Listening 
Devices The CBT Assistive 
Listening System features both 
headset-style and induction-
loop Assistive Listening Devices 

(ALDs). ALDs are available on a first-come, 
first-serve basis free of charge to assist those 
who may need just a little boost in volume.  
For the Mainstage and Carousel, ALDs are 
available at the Concessions Stand. In the Lab 
Theatre, ALDs may be obtained from the Box 
Office in the Lab Lobby. 

We are proud to welcome military personnel, 
spouses, children and veterans to our theatre. 
Discounted tickets are available to active-
duty military and immediate families, as well 
as veterans for our Mainstage and Carousel 
Theatre productions. Contact the Box Office 
at (865) 974.5161 for tickets and identify 
yourself as a Blue Star Theatre participant. Visit 
clarencebrowntheatre.com/blue-star-theatre 
to learn more. This offer is based on availability 
and cannot be combined with other offers.

 

Each year, several CBT productions include  
Season for Youth performances scheduled 
during the regular school-day. Available at 
drastically reduced rates for school groups, 
these performances engage and expose youth to 
the wonder of live theatre and help inspire and 
build the next generation of theatre goers! Visit 
clarencebrowntheatre.com/SFY to learn more.

For more than a decade, our Summer Acting 
Workshops have offered high school students 
intensive training in acting technique, voice, 
movement, improvisation, and musical theatre.  
The popular program now offers two weeks  
of training in each of our two summer  
sessions. Visit our website to learn more  
clarencebrowntheatre.com/acting-workshops.

ACT  NG
WORKSHOP

C
B

T

SUMMER

WORKSHOP

C
B

T

SUMMER

WORKSHOP

C
B

T

SUMMER

ACCESS PProggrams
Visit clarencebrowntheatre.com/access to learn more.







Schaad Companies is a privately held real estate company owned 
by members of the John H. Schaad, Jr. family.  Immigrating to East 
Tennessee from Switzerland in the late 1800's,  the Schaads have 
been part of the Knoxville business community for more than a 

century and have embraced innovation as a means of sustaining their businesses. Since 2007, 
Schaad Companies has been an enthusiastic and loyal supporter of Clarence Brown Theatre's 
Mainstage productions. Schaad Companies believes the arts fuel creativity, stir the imagination, 
spur innovation, and move the world forward. The Clarence Brown Theatre offers the kind of 
work Schaad Companies wants to be associated with, work of the highest quality that brings 
sustained creative value to our community.

Headquartered in Knoxville, Tenn., Pilot Flying 
J’s mission is to make life better for America’s 
drivers. With more than 650 locations 
nationwide, Pilot Flying J is the largest retail 

operator of travel centers in North America. At Pilot Flying J we believe it is essential to give back 
to the community. Our founder, Mr. James A. Haslam II, established our philanthropic spirit when 
he started the company in 1958. Our employees all take part in giving their time, talents and 
efforts to various organizations throughout the year. Together we work to make our communities 
better places to work, play and live. Visit www.pilotflyingj.com for more information.

Founded by Eddie Mannis in March, 1985, Prestige 
Cleaners has always been a symbol of quality in the 
Knoxville area market. From our commitment to quality 
in garment care, to the standards by which we treat our 
employees, decorate and landscape our premises, and 
produce our communication materials — it all reflects 
a foundational commitment to quality in everything we 
do. And people notice. Prestige Cleaners has been voted 
best dry cleaners in Knoxville by MetroPulse readers, has 

been recognized for outstanding plant design by their industry, and has received awards from 
the Women’s Political Caucus for workplaces that work for women, and the Blue Ribbon Small 
Business of the Year award from the US Chamber of Commerce in both 2010 and 2014. Now 
with ten stores throughout the Knoxville Area, customers know Prestige Cleaners is committed 
to making them look good, with services aimed to please, such as six free pick up and delivery 
service routes, wedding gown preservation and restoration, shoe repair, alterations, and 
specialty and vintage clothing care.
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The Clarence Brown Theatre is 
a proud member of the Arts & 

Culture Alliance’s Knox County Tourism Consortium, joining with 25 
other art and heritage non-profits to attract and entertain more than 
1.3 million people annually from countries as distant and diverse 

as Japan, New Zealand, the Russian Federation, Liberia, the Netherlands, and across South 
America. With support from the Hotel Motel Tax Fund, the Consortium contracts with Knox 
County to present more than 4,200 visitor-focused events and activities throughout the year.

When the Tennessee Arts Commission was created in 1967, it was 
given a special mandate by the General Assembly to stimulate 
and encourage the presentation of performing, visual and literary 
arts throughout the state and to encourage public interest in the 
cultural heritage of Tennessee. Through a variety of programs, the 

Commission has encouraged excellence in artistic expression through the state's artists and 
arts organizations. That commitment has continued to expand through the years to ensure 
that the citizens of Tennessee have access to, and the opportunity to participate in the arts. 
These activities give Tennessee citizens a better quality of life, provide our children with a 
more complete education and attract tourists to our state.

Knoxville's roots run deep and strong. The city has served as the hub 
of the region since its founding in 1791. The best of its Appalachian 
heritage remains today — a strong work ethic, a family-centered 
community, and an intense respect for the natural beauty that 
envelopes the region. The metropolitan Knoxville area was ranked 
the "best place to live in the United States and Canada" among cities 

with a population of fewer than 1 million. The ranking came from the Millennium edition of 
Places Rated Almanac. The results confirmed what most in this area have known for a long 
time - Knoxville is one of the best cities in the country!
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Knox County Tourism Consortium



Our ideas 
  promote social justice.

UT is home to the longest-running legal 

clinical program in the nation. Since 1947, the 

College of Law’s legal clinics have provided 

students with opportunities to learn by 

doing, representing clients in need and 

helping resolve legal disputes under faculty 

supervision. Today, the UT Legal Clinic ranks 

eighth among public universities and sixteenth 

among all US law schools in U.S. News and 

World Report’s list of legal clinical programs. 

To learn more, visit law.utk.edu/clinics.



Pilot Flying J is committed 
to making life better - 

on the road and in our hometown.

Proud to support the 
Clarence Brown Theatre

(L to R) David Kortemeier, Abbey 
Siegworth, Cynthia Anne Roser and 

Melissa David in “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” 2015; Photo by Brynn Yeager

www.pilotflyingj.com



We don’t dabble in IP –  
we paint the whole picture.

Providing legal solutions in the areas of patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets and litigation.

Knoxville office:  865.380.5960

AtlAntA  |  Denver  |  Knoxville  |  MADison  |  MinneApolis  |  new YorK  |  seAttle  |  wAshington, Dc

www.MerchAntgoulD.coM


